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Anywhere on Earth

Do you ever look at maps?  A map shows where places are.  Often
people use maps to decide what roads to travel.  A map can also tell the
number of miles between two places.  People look at maps to see how to
get to certain places, such as a baseball field, a hospital, or a library.
There are also maps that tell where to find tigers at the zoo or bumper cars
at the fair.  Maps can be of a town, state, country, or the entire world.

Did you know that maps also show direction?  A direction tells where
one place is from another.  Directions are important because they tell
people which way to travel.  To find the right direction to go, people use a
part of the map called the compass rose.

A compass rose is a picture that shows the four
main directions.  It is a circle with four pointed
arrows—one on each side—almost like a star.  Each
point shows a direction: north, south, east, and west.
These directions appear as the letters “N,” “S,” “E,”
and “W.”  By using the compass rose, people see
that some places are north, south, east, or west of
other places.  The compass rose shows which
direction to turn when people walk, drive, or take a
train or plane from one place to another.

Maps that have a compass rose help people find their way to many
different, fun, and useful places.  The next time you use a map, look for the
compass rose.  It can show you which direction to travel.
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Ryan’s Summer Plans

Ryan was saving all his money to buy a new bike.  He thought of a
great way to earn some extra money over the summer.  He would start a
pet sitting service!  He told all his friends and neighbors about his new
business.  His first customer was his neighbor, Mike O’Connor.  Mike had a
cat and a turtle that he wanted Ryan to care for while he was on vacation.
Ryan needed to know important information about each of the pets he
would be watching, so he created a form for his customers to fill out.  Mike
completed the form below for his pets.
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Name ___________________________________ Date _____________________

Directions:  Read the passage “Anywhere on Earth”, then circle the letter of the
correct answer.

1. Why did the author write “Anywhere on Earth”?

A. to give readers information about maps
B. to tell readers about the importance of directions
C. to teach readers about the places that maps are found
D. to show readers how to find the distance between two places

2. With which statement would the author of “Anywhere on Earth” MOST
likely agree?

A. A compass rose will help you choose places to visit.
B. A compass rose is an important tool to find a direction.
C. A compass rose will show how long it takes to get to a place.
D. A compass rose will measure the distance between two places.

Directions:  Read the passage “Ryan’s Summer Plans”, then circle the letter of the
correct answer.

3. Why did the author write “Ryan’s Summer Plans”?

A. to teach readers about making forms
B. to amuse readers with funny facts about pet care
C. to tell readers a story about a boy’s plan to make money
D. to explain how to take care of pets when the owner is away
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4. With which statement would the author of  “Ryan’s Summer Plans” MOST
likely agree?

A. When pet setting, it is important to give pets different treats than they
receive at home.

B. When pet setting, it is important to take all the pets you care for
outside every day.

C. When pet setting, it is important to follow the pet owner’s instructions
for care and feeding.

D. When pet sitting, it is important to feed all the pets you care for at
least two times a day.

5. Why does the author include the form Mike filled out?

A. to show how easy it is to make a form
B. to teach readers how to fill out a form properly
C. to compare the differences in the care of Mike’s two pets
D. to show readers what Ryan wanted to know about Mike’s pets



Reading Mini-Assessment Grade 3
LA.A.2.2.2 Author’s Purpose Form C

School Board of Broward County, 2005 Page 5 of 6
1/4/06

Answer Key – Anywhere on Earth /Ryan’s Pet Care

LA.A.2.2.2:  The student identifies the author’s purpose as stated or strongly implied in simple text (including
recognizing when a text is intended primarily to persuade).

1. Why did the author write “Anywhere on Earth”?

A. to give readers information about maps
B. to tell readers about the importance of directions
C. to teach readers about the places that maps are found
D. to show readers how to find the distance between two places

2. With which statement would the author of “Anywhere on Earth” MOST
likely agree?

A. A compass rose will help you choose places to visit.
B. A compass rose is an important tool to find a direction.
C. A compass rose will show how long it takes to get to a place.
D. A compass rose will measure the distance between two places.

Directions:  Read the passage “Ryan’s Summer Plans”, then circle the letter of the
correct answer.

3. Why did the author write “Ryan’s Summer Plans”?

A. to teach readers about making forms
B. to amuse readers with funny facts about pet care
C. to tell readers a story about a boy’s plan to make money
D. to explain how to take care of pets when the owner is away
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4. With which statement would the author of  “Ryan’s Summer Plans” MOST
likely agree?

A. When pet setting, it is important to give pets different treats than they
receive at home.

B. When pet setting, it is important to take all the pets you care for
outside every day.

C. When pet setting, it is important to follow the pet owner’s
instructions for care and feeding.

D. When pet sitting, it is important to feed all the pets you care for at
least two times a day.

5. Why does the author include the form Mike filled out?

A. to show how easy it is to make a form
B. to teach readers how to fill out a form properly
C. to compare the differences in the care of Mike’s two pets
D. to show readers what Ryan wanted to know about Mike’s pets


